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The nuns garden was a reliquary of
Bramleys, their fruit larger than our heads.

I climbed the ivy-scarred wall

Scrumping is the practice of stealing fruit

with guilty knees whilst my disciples watched,

~ % mouths dripping pear and plum blood.

The shadow nuns flitting in the
orchard light as I slithered

from trunk to trunk

from someone else's trees. The word

originates from the English 'scrump’,

which means 'withered apple’.
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The tree by the caged football pitch =

was pear.

Only two of us dare shimmy its giant trunk, > 3 past apples, each bigger than the one before,

attempt its weighted crown. none big enough.

The warning shouts of my cocktail friends

The spider branches at the side of the garages
held plum.

had me running with empty hands

past unmade crumbles and unbaked tarts,

We could all reach their bitter squidge fruit

perfect for spinning throws. legs losing their juice.

The wall I'd climbed down, now a tower.

The vines that soured the side of the street

were grape. The ivy supports crumbed to salt.

The green stones more trophy than snack,

I got out by the grace of sticky fingers,
and thick skins and friendship that had scrumped.

snatched before the owners saw us.



Brimming with creative insp ration, how-to project s, and useful
nformation to enrich your everyday Me Quarto Knows is a favounte
destination for those pursuing thew interests and passions. Visit our
site and dhg deeper with our books nto your area of nterest
Quarto Creates, Quarto Cooks, Quarto Homes, Quarto Lives,

gy ot | Comsbe | rdoarny Quarto Drives, Quarto Explores. Quarto Gifts, or Quarto Kids.

A Year of Nature Poems © 2019 Quarto Publishing plc. Text © 2019 Joseph Coelho. lllustrations ©
2019 Kelly Louse Judd

First Published in 2016 by Wide Eyed Editions, an imprint of The Quarto Group
The Old Brewery. 6 Blundell Street, London N7 9BH, United Kingdom
T (0)20 7700 6700 F (0)20 7700 BOG6 www.QuartoKnows.com

The nght of Kelly Louise Judd to be identified as the illustrator and Joseph Coelho to be identified
as the author of this work has been asserted by them in accordance with the Copy right, Designs and
Patents Act, 1988 (United Kingdom)

All rights reserved

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
form, or by any means, or otherwise without the prior
written permission of the publisher o a licence permitting restricted copying

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-B4780 -XXX-X

The illustrations were created in
Setin XXX

Published by Jenny Broom and Rachel Williams « Designed by Karissa Santas
Edited by Lucy Brownridge + Production by Nicolas Zeifman

Manufactured in [city] China [printer code]MMYYY in XXX

98765432

/: ) “-\
' a

b o\ b




